Frugal

* Because most of the nation’s water supply comes from a municipality, your local water utility is
required to issue a water-quality report, which is one way to find out about the quality and safety of the
water in your area.

* The City of Bandon issues a Water-Quality Report annually that “ensures the uninterrupted supply of
safe drinking water to the public.” (2014 Water Quality Report, City of Bandon, Water Treatment
Plant.)

* Tap water costs less than 1 cent per gallon. The average cost in the U.S. is $0.0004 per gallon.
*  Filtered tap water is far more affordable than bottled water.

* Most Americans have purchased water packaged in a disposable plastic container--it’s a trend that
steadily has gained popularity in our country. While popular and occasionally useful, this trend is
expensive and usually unnecessary since most water systems in the U.S. produce quality drinking
water.

* There are many reusable water containers that are a durable and stylish way to replace plastic water
bottles. Just be sure to purchase a water bottle that is free of BPA(Bisphenol-A), a chemical used to coat
the inside of polycarbonate and some metal bottles. BPA has been linked to health concerns related to
hormone disruption in humans and animals.

* In order to keep our water supply clean, safe, and plentiful, our water treatment plant requires
consistent, continuous maintenance and monitoring. According to the City of Bandon’s 2016-2017
proposed Annual Budget, The Water Plant Operations Department will need $595,682 to operate.
Four items are of immediate interest: Filter Media at a cost of $85,200; Seismic Valve at a cost of
$170,400; Spare Pumps for the Water Plant at a cost of $15,000; and Chlorine System Replacement
at a cost of $20,000. The total of these four immediate necessities is $290,600. This will necessitate
a raise in rates of $10.00 per month for residential customers and $20.00 per month for commercial
and industrial customers. This raise in rates is frugal because it is much less expensive that it would
be to ignore these necessities until costly emergency measures must be taken to provide water. The
cost of a rate increase is equal to the cost of ten 16.9 oz. bottles of water.
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